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FROM THE BOARD 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

Dear EWRS colleagues, 
 
I write this Presidentôs message from Colorado State University, where I am currently enjoying a mini-
sabbatical away from the unusually long, hot and dry UK summer! I hope you have all benefited from a 
productive and relaxing summer as you begin to prepare and plan for another year of experiments, field 
trials, teaching, writing, and various other w eedy pursuits! 
 
I hope that those of you who attended the EWRS symposium in Ljubljana in June had a productive and 
enjoyable experience. Many thanks to everyone that completed the online post-symposium questionnaire. 
Overall, we received very positive comments about the local organisation and the scientific programme, 
though, as we would expect, there were also some useful suggestions for how we might continue to 
improve your symposium experience. These suggestions will be passed on to the organising team for the 
next EWRS symposium in 2021. For those of you who have not yet heard the news, the next symposium 
will be held in Athens, Greece in June 2021. Congratulations to Demos Chachalis and his local organising 
team for putting together an excellent bid. I hope to see many of you in Greece. 
 
During the symposium, and subsequently, the EWRS Board and I have received a few comments and 
suggestions relating to the gender balance and geographical representation of the Board and the EWRS 
scientific committee. We wholeheartedly welcome these comments and suggestions. The EWRS has taken 
steps to ensure that the Society is inclusive, and represents all members and interests equally, providing 
equal opportunities to all. Recent changes to the Constitution ensure that no less than 33% of candidates 
for election as additional Board members are members of each sex, no fewer than 50% of candidates are 
early career researchers and that candidates must represent the geographical scope of the EWRS. 
Membership of the Scientific Committee is largely comprised of working group coordinators, and there are 
no limitations to the nationality, gender or career stage of those coordinators. Any member of the Society 
may propose a working group, and leadership of those groups is determined by working group members. 
At the symposium in Ljubljana, the programme committee dedicated a new, plenary session to PhD 
students. Doubtless, there is more that we can do and we will continue to have discussions within the 
EWRS Board, particularly relating to gender balance. 
 
I would like to close by reiterating a few recent changes and initiatives from the EWRS Board. We have 
now identified a new professional service provider for redesign of the Society external web site and 
membership database. Work will commence in the coming months to completely redesign and relaunch 
the web site, hopefully with a completion date in the first half of 2019. Alongside this initiative we have 
created a new role for an EWRS Communication Officer and a call for expressions of interest to fulfil this 
paid role is included in this newsletter. Also, after many years of service to the EWRS, the Editor-in-Chief 
(EiC) of the Society journal, Weed Research will retire at the end of 2018. I am sure you will all join me 
in thanking Jon for his service and dedication. The Board in association with the journal publisher, Wiley, 
are now initiating a process to identify a new EiC, so please watch this space for further announcements. 
Finally, I would like to congratulate Prof. Jens Streibig on his award of Honorary membership of the EWRS, 
ratified by the General Assembly in Ljubljana. Jens has dedicated 40 years of his career to weed science 
in Europe and has fulfilled many roles within the EWRS. We hope Jens will continue to take advantage of 
his EWRS membership in the coming years. 
 
Until next time,  

  
Paul              Back to Content  



EWRS Newsletter ɷ 143 July 2018 

4 

RECRUITMENT OF AN EWRS COMMUNICATION OFFICER 

The EWRS Board, ExCom and SciCom recognise the crucial importance of updating and improving the 
Societyôs mechanisms and resources for communication. We need to be clearly visible to our colleagues 
internationally and to the wider world. Recognising this need, the EWRS has recently commissioned a new 
professional company to redesign and relaunch the EWRS website and membership database.  The EWRS 
Board has now also agreed to create a new paid role for a Communication Officer  to cover all 
the Societyôs communication activities, excluding web design and maintenance, which will be undertaken 
by the professional provider. The EWRS Communication Officer (CO) will be paid an annual allowance. 
It is envisaged that this position would require 20 -40% (1 to 2 days/week) of a personôs time. The main 
duties are summarised below: 

¶ Liaise with new website provider during design and launch of the new EWRS web site in 2018/19 
(in consultation with EWRS President and Secretary) 

¶ Supervise all web site content 
o Working group pages, including regular liaison with WG coordinators 
o Events calendars 
o Minutes of various committees 
o Storage and archive of materials from EWRS conferences, workshops and other events 

¶ Oversee member communication 

¶ Establish, monitor and ensure regular activity of EWRS social media presence ï Twitter, Facebook 
etc. 

o Including highlighting recent research from EWRS researchers and WGs 
o Watching brief for newsworthy articles relevant to the Society  

¶ Act as Newsletter editor (including liaison with web site provider for new format etc)  
¶ Seek novel ways to promote the work, activity and mission of  the EWRS 
¶ Liaise with Society stakeholders 

 
At this stage, we are looking for Expressions of Interest  from members of the Society who may be 
interested and able to perform this role. If you are interested, please send an email to the Society President 
(paul.neve@rothamsted.ac.uk ) before 31  October 2018 , outlining your motivation for wanting to fill 
this role, your relevant expertise and how you would integrate this role with your current work and/or 
studies (no more than one page required). Following submission of an Expression of Interest, a more 
formal process will be established to appoint a Communication Officer for the Society. Rates of pay for 
this role are negotiable and will be competitive for provisi on of your professional services. 
 
 

EWRS DATA PROTECTION POLICY AND PRIVACY STATEMENT  

 
Dear Members, 
 
We apologise for sending out the July Newsletter late. It was uploaded on the website but we were unable 
to send it. The delay was due to some unresolved questions about the EWRS Data Protection Policy and 
Privacy Statement. You are all kindly invited to read our Privacy Statement at 
https://ewrs.bureaupost.eu/en/info/Organiz ation/Privacy_Statement .  
 
For any questions please contact Ben Post at  info@bureaupost.nl . 
 
The Board 
 

  

mailto:paul.neve@rothamsted.ac.uk
https://ewrs.bureaupost.eu/en/info/Organization/Privacy_Statement
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EWRS FINANCIAL REPORT 2017  

Treasurer - Mr. Ben J. Post 
June 5, 2018 

 
The EWRS Financial Report concludes the information of the "European Weed Research Society" (EWRS). 
The auditor Mrs. Riemens and Mr. Huiting conducted the audit of the financial administration of the EWRS 
on June 5, 2018. The balance and financial report were proved to be correct.  
 
The Balance 2017 sheet is correct and is published below in Annex 1. The Societyôs budget 2019 has been 
approved by the EWRS General Assembly in Ljubljana, Slovenia, June 2018 and is published in Annex 2. 
 

Society  BALANCE 2017  Income  Expenditure  Sub-totals  

Income Items     

Membership Fees 9,865   

Journal Weed Research 84,790   

Symposia 0   

Sub-total Income   94,655 

Expenditure items     

Scientific Committee / Meetings  10,929  

Working Group Activities   15,380  

Student Grants WGôs  7,970  

Websites Working Groups   2,600  

EWRS Symposia  5,000  

Other Symposia  0  

    

Board / Meetings  11,607  

Membership Office  18,457  

Newsletter    3,147  

Website EWRS.ORG  2,724  

Website EWRS Membership Office  10,790  

Chamber of Commerce / Postage  472  

Other items (Constitution - Translations / 
Notary) 

 871  

sub-total Expenditure   -89,309 

sub -total (Income -Expenditure) Society    5,346  

Transport sub-total (Income -Expenditure)   5,346 
Bank Account Society (Interest 0% - Bank 
Costs) 

  -512 

Received from the Foundation   210 

Result Society 2017    5,044  

Balance 31 December 2016    1,924  

Balance 31 December 2017    6,968  

 
 Ad Annex 1. Income, Expenditure, Balance 2017 
¶ Capital of the Society on December 31, 2016 was ú 1,924 (Annex 1). 
¶ Capital of the Society on December 31, 2017 was ú 6,968 (Annex 1). 
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¶ Income to the Society, due to scientific and executive activities, was ú 94,655.  
Expenditure of the Society, due to scientific and executive activities, was ú 89,309.  
Financial Result to the Society, due to scientific and executive activities, was ú 5.346.  

¶ The bank costs and negative interest due to financial activities of the Society resulted in ú -512.  
¶ An amount of ú 210 has been received from the Foundation EWRS (Annex 1).  
¶ The Societyôs final result is an excess Income of ú 5,044.  

 
 

Society Budget 2019  Budget  Sub-totals  

Scientific Committee:    

Scientific Committee (SciCom) / Meetings 23,500  

Working Groups (incl. Websites) 64,000  

Student Grants 15,000  

EWRS Symposia 0  

  102,500 

Board:    

Board / Meetings 15,750  

Treasury & Membership Office 18,750  

Newsletter 3,400  

Websites 5,000  

Registration Chamber of Commerce & Postage 780  

Development Communication Administration system 40,000  

Communication Officer 20,000  

Others / Unforseen 1,700  

  105,380 

Total Society Budget 2019  207,880 

 
Ad Annex 2. 

¶ The Expenditure budget for the Year 2017 (Annex 2) for the Working Groups and for other activities 
had been established to an amount of ú 183.150, according to the proposals by SciCom and Board, 
and accepted by the General Assembly in Prague, June 19, 2016. 

¶ The budget 2017 had been published in the EWRS Newsletter ɷ 135, July 2016.  
¶ The budget 2018 has been published in the EWRS Newsletter ɷ 138, April 2017. 

 
Foundation EWRS  

¶ The administration and balance of the Foundation has been audited by Mr. H. Wonnink (A.A.) 
(K.A.N. Accountants, Doorwerth, Netherlands). 

¶ The Board of the "Foundation for the financial interests of the EWRS" has accepted the financial 
report of the Foundation.  

¶ The Foundationôs capital on December 31, 2016 was ú 714,896. 
¶ The capital of the Foundation increased in 2017 with ú 21,920. This amount includes the transfer 
of ú 210 to the Society.  

¶ The Foundationôs capital on December 31, 2017 was ú 736,816. 
 

Membership Categories & Fees 2019  
Membership types of the Society: 

¶ Honorary Member   ú   0,00 
¶ Ordinary Member   ú 60,00 
¶ Student Member   ú 30,00 
¶ Senior Member (incl. WRE)  ú 30,00 
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Subscription for all categories of membership includes receipt of the printed version of WRE and online 
access to the digital version of WRE. Rates of subscription for all categories of membership shall be 
determined by the Board. 
 
Automated invoicing & reminder procedure 
The Membership Term is 12 months. Preferred Fee Payment Methods are mandates for recurrent 
Payments through Credit Card, Direct Debit, or SEPA Euro Direct Debit Bank payments. Otherwise One-
time payment with PayPal and Credit Card are accepted. One-time Bank transfer are not preferred . 
Automatic cancellation of the EWRS Membership & WRE subscription will happen in case of Ó two Open 
Invoices (4 Months after last Invoicing Date) . 
 

Membership Changes   April 2017 > May 2018  

Members April 2017 437 
Ordinary Member new 23 
Student Member new 18 
Senior Member new 1 
Honorary Member new - 
New Memberships 42 
Cancellations - 19 
Change + 23  
Members May 2018 460 

 
 

Membership OM+STUD+HM  May 2018  

Honorary Member 5 
Ordinary Member 348 76% 
Student Member 94 20% 
Senior Member          (incl. WRE) 13 0,3% 
Total 460 
Membership Countries 40 

 

MINUTES OF THE 45 TH EWRS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2018  

Symposium venue, Ljubljana, Slovenia 
Wednesday, June 20, 2018, 9.45-10.30 
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GA-45.1  Opening by the President  
¶ Neve opens the meeting and welcomes everyone. Gerowitt, the past-President, enters the stage 
and hands over the Presidentôs hammer to Neve. 

 

GA-45.2  Report of the Board  
¶ The newly elected Board members: Jukka Salonen, Husrev Mennan, Alicia Cirujeda and Ilias 

Travlos are introduced and welcomed.  

¶ With the new Constitution in force, the Society doesnôt make use of National Representatives 
anymore. The new constitution has also implications for the election of board members, which 
were originally selected from the national representatives. The aim is to have a better 
representation of early career scientists and a better gender balance. 

¶ A committee is active with the commissioning of a new web -site. Next to the new web -site, budget 
is made available for a communication officer. The expectation is that this activity will take 1 -2 
days a week. The preference is to have a communication officer knowledgeable in the area of 
weeds and weed management. If one is interested, or knows a suitable candidate, he/she is asked 
to contact the Board.  

 

GA-45.3  Report of the Scientific Committee  
¶ Mennan, the Scientific secretary, provides an update of the Symposium. The total number of 

participants is 251, originating from 40 countries. 309 Abstracts were submitted, of which 240 were 
accepted. This resulted in 13 sessions, with 76 oral presentations. Connected to the symposium, 
12 WG-meetings were organised. 

¶ During the Scicom meeting on 16 June past activities, current work and future activities were 
discussed. The Scicom received a proposal for a new Working Group on Economics of Weed 
Management. Scicom gave a positive recommendation and the WG will organise a first meeting in 
2019. In 2020 the WG will be evaluated.   

¶ For 2019, several WG meetings are scheduled. All meetings will be announced on the website. A 
task force will discuss and recommend on how to continue with Education within EWRS. 

¶ Three bids were received to host the 21st EWRS symposium. No further information was received 
on the bid of Iran. The bids of Italy and Gree ce were both of high quality. After a thorough 
discussion, Scicom recommended to the Board to award the bid to Greece, partly since an EWRS-
symposium has never before been organised in this country. The Board took over this 
recommendation. 

 

GA-45.4  Report of the Treasurer  
¶ Post, the Treasurer of the Society, presents the Society Financial Report 2017. The income, 

consisting of the journal Weed Research and the membership fees, exceeds the expenses, resulting 
in a positive result of just over ú 5,000. The Financial Report is unanimously approved by the 
General Assembly 

¶ Post then presents the Foundation and Society Balance 2017. In 2017, the capital and reserves of 
the Society and Foundation increased with almost ú 27,000 to a total of ú 743,784.  

¶ Finally, Post presents the Society Budget for 2019. The total budget is nearly ú 208,000. The 
budget contains items for the development of a new communication and administration system, 
as well as a fee for a communication officer, together projected at ú 60,000. Moonen asks whether 
there is no double booking in the budget, as also the Newsletter and the current websites are 
included. Neve clarifies that it might well be that, during the transition phase, the new and the old 
communication systems operate at the same time. Petersen asks whether money will be withdrawn 
from the Foundation, as the income (close to ú 100,000 in 2017) will be insufficient to cover the 
expected expenses. Post mentions that this will indeed be the case if the actual expenses exceed 
the income. With one vote against, the General Assembly approves the budget. 
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GA-45.5  Report of the Membership Officer  
¶ Post, in his capacity as Membership Officer, presents the membership number: in May 2018 the 

total membership was 460 members. The General Assembly accepts the proposal that the 
membership fee will stay the same (ú 60 for ordinary members and ú 30 for student and senior 
members). 

¶ Wirth asks about the printed version of Weed Research. Neve indicates that some members still 
highly appreciate the printed  copy of our Journal, but also promises that the board will review this 
issue. Rubin suggests making receipt of the printed version optional.  

¶ Post explains that the membership will be turned to a 12 months subscription, which does not have 
to correspond to a calendar year. 

¶ The society will become stricter regarding payment of the EWRS-membership-fee. Cancellation will 
follow in case of two open invoices and will be put in place 4 months after the last invoicing date.  

¶ In accordance with the EU-law, a privacy statement will be put on the web -site. Post will prepare 
a text, together with Wiley. New members will receive a privacyïstatement and are asked to 
approve it. Current members will find this text if they login to their personal membership -site on 
internet, and are also asked for approval.  

 

GA-45.6  Report of the Editor of Weed Research  
¶ Hatcher, the Chairman of the Editorial Board of Weed Research, thanks all editors for their 

commitment and important contribution to the well -being of the Journal. The finances related to 
the Journal have steadily increased in the last couple of years. The number of articles and printed 
pages dropped, mainly due to a lower number of submitted and published manuscripts. The Impact 
Factor (1.766) recovered somewhat, but deserves further attention. Actions that are/will be taken 
to improve the IF are the appointment of new editors; an expanding scope of the journal; a journal 
twitter account; the acceptance of papers with up to 7000 words; special issues/thematic sections. 
Hatcher emphasizes that many things are possible and new ideas are highly welcomed. 

¶ After having served as an Editor-in-Chief, Jon Marshall decided to step down as Editor in Chief at 
the end of 2018. The Board will start looking for replacement.  

  

GA-45.7  Any other Business  
¶ David Stock, member of our Society, former National Representative of the UK and employee of 

Syngenta, unexpectedly passed away in 2017. To commemorate David and to express appreciation 
for all his activities and achievements for weed science, Syngenta decided to install an award for 
the best oral student presentation. A committee consisting of Salonen, Ulber, Mennan and Rueegg 
evaluated the presentations that were delivered during the special student session of the 
Symposium. Rueegg, former colleague of David Stock, looked back at the career of his colleague 
and friend and then handed over the David Stock memorial award 2018 to Alexander Linn, PhD-
student at the University of Hohenheim.  

 

GA-45.8  Next EWRS -symposium  
¶ As indicated earlier, the next EWRS-symposium will be held in Athens, Greece. Demosthenis 

Chachalis is the chairman of the organising committee.  
 

GA-45.9  Next General Assembly  
¶ The next GA will be organised in conjunction to the World Congress on Parasitic Plants in 

Amsterdam, which is scheduled from July 1-5, 2019. Further details will be communicated later.  
 

GA-45.10  Closing  
¶ Neve closes the meeting and thanks the members for their attendance.  
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SCIENTIFIC  COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUPS 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 18 TH EWRS SYMPOSIUM  

 

 
 
The ñCertificate of David Stock memorial award 
2018ò was given to Alexander Linn (right), 
Hohenheim University, by Willy Rueegg from 
Syngenta (left).  The winner was chosen among 
the seven presentations in the Student Oral 
Session. The members of evaluation panel were 
Lena Ulber, Hüsrev Mennan, Willy Rueegg and 
Jukka Salonen.  Congratulations to Alexander and 
acknowledgements to Syngenta and to Willy 
Rueegg in particular.  
 
During the conference dinner three óBest Student 
Posters Awardsô were given to:  

¶ Ana Pintar, University of Zagreb Faculty of 
Agriculture, Croatia. Bioassay for 
detecting the susceptibility of sugar beet 
on mesotrione residues in different soils 
(Book of abstracts: S03-P-13). 

¶ Andrea Milani, Università di Padova, Italy. 
Complex Amaranthus spp. populations 
infesting soybean fields under ALS 
inhibitor selective pressure (Book of 
abstracts S08-P-14);   

¶ Sutjaritpan Boonmee, Kagawa University, 
Japan. Allelopathic potential of Jatropha 
podagrica Hook. (book of abstract S13-P-
02). 

 

 

 

 

Furthermore, Jens Carl Streibig has been 
awarded an Honorary Membership of the Society. 
He held a very nice speech during the Conference 
Dinner at the Castle.  
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 BESTOWAL OF EWRS HONORARY MEMBERSHIP TO JENS CARL STREIBIG   

 

 
 
Jens Carl STREIBIG did his Ph.D. in Agricultural Botany in 1977 and acquired his Dr. agro. (D.Sc.) in the 
area of herbicide selectivity in 1992. In 1996 he was appointed Professor (Weed Science) of the Royal 
Veterinary and Agricultural University (KVL), Copenhagen, Denmark. After having retired from fulltime 
professional work in 2015 he currently holds a position as Professor emeritus of Weed Science at the 
Faculty Science, University of Copenhagen (UCPH).                             
 
Jensô major research has been in the area of herbicide selectivity, joint action of pesticide mixtures and 
ecotoxicology of pesticides. He has also worked with genetically modified crops and risk assessment. He 
has been involved in various national and international projects within his area of research and has had 
assignments in Africa and Asia. His teaching has primarily involved Weed and Crop Science, with an 
emphasis on pesticide use, mode of action and ecotoxicology. 
 
Jens has 40 years of EWRS Membership and he has always been an enthusiastic contributor to the Society. 
He was Scientific Secretary of the Societyôs Scientific Committee for 8 years (1994-2001) succeeding to 
Dr. Ray HANCE and before Dr. Paolo BÀRBERI took over this task. He served as Secretary during those 
periods when the EWRS Vice-Presidents Prof. Dr. Karl HURLE, Dr. Helmut WALTER, Prof. Dr. Martin 
KROPFF, and Dr. Jean-Pierre CLAUDE were Chairmen of the Societyôs Scientific Committee. 
 
Jens served for 15 years (1982-1995) as editor of the Societyôs journal WEED RESEARCH, and 3 years 
(2011-2015) as subject editor Weed Science of the journal Crop Protection. Together with Dr. Jon 
MARSHALL, Editor-in-Chief of the Societyôs journal WEED RESEARCH, Jens developed a short course on 
how to write a paper for an international journal like WEED RESEARCH, aimed at PhD students. This 
course was offered at various EWRS Symposia, like the one in Samsun, Turkey, in June 2013 and that of 
Montpellier, France, in June 2015. 
 
Jens was coordinator of the EWRS Working Group Education and Training at least from 2008 through to 
2017. He himself was also very much involved in the education of PhDs engaged in weed science, 
specifically in a course that focussed on the advantage of modern non-linear statistical software to analyze 
and interpret experiments. Non-linear dose response curves are fundamental to understanding herbicide 
selectivity and efficacy. This principle can easily be extended to various other branches of weed 
management ranging from allelopathy to flame weeding and from weed -crop competition to laser cutting. 
Jens frequently organised workshops on this topic, also outside of Europe, like in June 2008 in conjunction 
with the International Weed Science Congress in Vancouver. In these workshops he closely collaborated 
with Christian RITZ. A homepage on Statistical Analysis of Agricultural Experiments with R was established. 
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His publication list contains more than 360 papers, mainly on Crop and Weed Science. These papers are 
written not only in English, but also in Danish in respect of specific agricultural problems in  Denmark and 
the other Scandinavian countries.  
 
In 1998, Jens became Honorary Member of the Weed Science Society of America (WSSA). Recently, the 
International Weed Science Society (IWSS) bestowed Jens the Outstanding Achievement Award 2016 in 
Prague during the 6th International Weed Science Congress (IWSC). Every four years, the IWSS bestows 
awards on weed scientists who exemplify outstanding performance in science and service. Very relevant 
for receiving this particular award are the candidateôs contributions to weed science made outside of oneôs 
job description, and outside of their employerôs working hours.  
 
Also nowadays, Jens is still very active. He is technical adviser for Idea Tropical, a leading provider of 
research and consulting services in weed management and herbicides for tropical crops. Jens is member 
of the board and statistical advisor of Agrolab AS being the leading research organization in the EU north 
zone with experience dating back to 1984. Since then, Agrolab has successfully helped companies by 
testing, developing and registering plant protection products in the European Union.  
 
EWRS Executive Committee and Heritage Committee 2018 (LB, TE, BP, JS) 
 

SPEECH BY PROF DR JENS CARL STREIBIG  

 
Ladies and Gentlemen!  
 
It is a privilege to get an opportunity to make a toast at this prestigious event in the beautiful Slovenia. I 
have been fighting the weeds long before I knew why they were so tough to get rid of.  I had no problem 
in identifying them in the sugar beet fields. However, I have never dreamt that I should become a 
professional weed warrior and eventual become a professor of this anthropomorphic classification of 
certain plants. 
 
For 45 years, I have been fighting weeds. Apparently, I did not succeed very well. They are still around. 
My wife cannot understand I tolerate weed s in the garden; I reply that I have an academic attitude to 
weeds. These years have been exciting.  From the hay days of the herbicide development, t he companies 
delivered highly specified selective herbicides that could keep the weeds at bay without too much manual 
labour. It coincided with the emigration from the rural areas to the cities to escape the drudgery of 
weeding. We thought the sky was the limit, but alas spraying millions of ha. has its costs. Nature backfires 
in a way we ought to have forecas ted if we had paid a little better attention to the second year high school 
biology lessons.  
 
Twenty-two years ago, we got the Roundup Ready crops and believed it was the silver bullet. Yes, we 
actually got many problem weeds controlled. But what happened? Nature fired back in producing, more 
herbicide resistant weeds. Now there are more people engaged in understanding the development of 
herbicide resistant weed, than people actually trying to control the darn weeds.  
 
I am a grumpy old man, but it is an i nteresting avenue weed science has taken. In the past, we feared 
the weeds and now we fear the herbicide residues. When we spray, the herbicides are out in the 
environment and it is only a question of analytical ingenuity to measure incredibly small concen tration of 
herbicides. It is not rocket science it is common sense. People are scared to death from drinking tab water 
with very small herbicide concentrations. There is rarely such thing as a blank water sample! As the 
Americans say there is no such thing as a free Symposium dinner. 
 
Another aspect of working with weed science is how the word weed has changed its meaning. If you 
google óweedô you might get: óWeeds are God's gift to the world. Bring peace when used wiselyô. 
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The first time I experienced this change of meaning of the word weeds, I was flabbergasted. In my youth 
weeding the sugar beet brought skin cancer and sore backs, not peace. I realized what was going on in 
the real world of weeds when I crossed the border between Canada and the US 20 years ago. 
 
Being asked my profession, I told the police officer I was a professor of Weed Science. Holy cow!! He 
would not let me in!! It required a bit of explanation and persuasion to calm him down . The terms weed 
is a classification of plants, we neither want in croplands, in gardens nor other man made so -called ñnatural 
habitatsò. We decide what a weed is. It means it is our arrogance toward nature that prevails. The weeds 
could not care less; they are still popping up everywhere.  In the heritage from the rural past, the word 
weed was negative. In Danish we say: ñUkrudt forg¬r ikke s¬ letò, the Germans say: ñUnkraut vergeht 
nicht!ñ. I was told, the English do not have this expression,  
But what about: ñWeeds are like old soldiers, they do not die, they just fade away!ò 
 
Letôs give a toast to the weeds! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF WORKING GROUP GERMINATION AND EARLY GROWTH  

17th Working Group meeting 
Chios, Greece, 11 October 2017 

 

Participants:  
20 persons would like to receive e-mail from the working group (WG) and put the ir name on a list that 
was circulated: Husrev Mennan, Sadiye Zambak, Deniz Inci, Nurcan Buyukkurt, M. Nadem Dogan, Duygu 
Sisek, Fatih Somer Ozen, Ahmet Uludag (all from Turkey), Falia Economou and Vava Kati (both from 
Greece), Steve Adkins (Australia), Valentina Sostarcic (Croatia),  Saravanane Pasabady (India), Alireza 
Taab (Iran), Sandra Citterio (Italy), Jevgenija Necajeva (Latvia), Kirsten Torresen (Norway), Ag nieszka 
Synowiec (Poland), Markola Saulic (Serbia), Alexander Menegat (Sweden).   A few more persons were 
present.  
 
People present that has been participating in the common experiments: Ahmet Uludag (Turkey), Garyfalia 
Economou (Greece), Alireza Taab (Iran), Jevgenija NeƝajeva (Latvia), Agnieszka Synowiec (Poland), 
Kirsten Tørresen (Norway) 
 
Aritz Royo-Esnal (Spain) participated via Skype from 17:00 
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Agenda:  
1. Short presentation of WG and participants 
2. Discuss results of common experiment of Echinochloa crus-galli and Avena fatua ï introduced by 
Kirsten Tørresen, short presentation of the results by the participants  
3. Presentation at EWRS Symposium in Ljubljana 2018? 
4. Other issues to discuss 
 

1.  Short presentation of WG and participants  
Kirsten gave a short presentation of the WG. The participants presented themselves. 
 

2.  Discuss results of common experiment of Echinochloa crus -galli  (ECHCG) and 
Avena fatua  (AVEFA)  
A short introduction about the experiments was given by  Kirsten. We refer to the oral  and poster 
presentation at the Symposium given by Jevgenija (ECHCH) and Kirsten (AVEFA), respectively. At this WG 
meeting in short presentations at some sites were given by the participants:  
¶ Agnieszka Synowiec (south Poland); ECHCG+ AVEFA:   
¶ Slides from Ewa Jakubiak, West Poland: AVEFA (presented by Kirsten). AVEFA emerged in autumn 

in Poland at the 2 sites (and also in North Poland according to Agnieszka) 
¶ Jevgenija Necajeva, Latvia: ECHCG + AVEFA. Cold weather in 2017 
¶ Alireza Taab, Iran, Ilam; ECHCG + AVEFA 
¶ Kirsten Tørresen, Norway: ECHCG 

 
Discussion: Should wash out the seeds and check if they were alive using tetrazolium tests (we do not 
know if the seeds are dead or alive after two years for ECHCG - Voluntary (this is lot of work). We would 
need a protocol for this (do someone have one that can be used?) *  
Should we repeat the test or let it go for a 3 rd year? Conclusion was no, prioritize to publish the data first 
**  
 
We were supposed to think about how to publish the results and take fast action, in  case of risk by facing 
parallel/similar publications from other people. Have draft paper ready for next WG meeting in Ljubjana 
2018- Aritz to prepare on emergence / modelling on ECHCG. 
 

3. Presentation at EWRS Symposium in Ljubljana 2018? Deadline is 17. Noveber 2017  
We decided on two abstracts for the EWRS symposim in Ljubljana next June. Volunteers for being 
responsible for writing the abstract and presenting the results:  

¶ Aritz Royo-Esnal: modelling of emergence of ECHCG 
¶ Jevgenija Necajeva: phenological development of ECHCG (no modelling here) 

 
We ask people to deliver results within 1 November, the sooner the better. Please use the excel sheet 
previously sent to you to give your data. For BBCH-scale there may be several numbers noted per plant 
and date: if possible, please report the first (BBCH 10-19), second (BBCH 20-29) and last number (BBCH 
10-65 or more). Please send to Aritz, Jevgenija and Kirsten. 
 

4. Other issues to discuss   
¶ Topic/scope: At the last meeting in Prague the name and scope of the WG was discussed. Shortly 

discussed here as well: some meant the WG should include reproduction/sprouting from vegetative 
organs of perennial species but not the whole life cycle. Kirsten to make suggestion for name and 
scope- can vote for it. Scope has to be approved by the board of EWRS. If you have any 
suggestions, please send to Kirsten! 

¶ Status of review paper from the WG (Donato Loddo main responsible): not discussed***.  
¶ Next meeting: EWRS Symposium in Ljubjana June 2018. Short meeting for the whole WG, another 

meeting for participants of the common experiments.  



EWRS Newsletter ɷ 143 July 2018 

15 

¶ This WG meeting was held in conjunction with 5 th International Symposium of Weeds and Invasive 
Plants. Thanks to the local organizers Garyfalia Economou, Ahmet Uludag and the people at LOVI 
Tourizm for making that possible at this lovely place!  

 
Thanks to all participants for good discussion at the WG meeting! 
 
Writing the minutes: Alireza Taab, deputy and Kirsten Tørresen, co-ordinator 
 
Comments after the meeting:  
*Instead of using tetrazolium tests it is possible to lay out the soil in a thin layer for germination in the 
greenhouse to get an estimation of how many ECHCG seeds there are left  
** Agnieszka S. talked to me later and asked if the AVEFA should be set up again, now with the correct 
species (not A. barbata). She said Aritz have talked about it (I, Kirsten did not notice).  
***some comment before/afterwards that we should focusing on finish the review paper soon  
***Id ea of a webpage to identify difficult species complexes such as Avena spp., Echinochloa spp., Conyza 
spp., others? (Alireza T.)

REPORT ON THE SUMMER SCHOOL óWEED MAPPING AS A TOO L IN PLANT ECOLOGY A ND WEED 

MANAGEMENTô  

Czech Life Science University,  
Prague, 16-21 July 2018 

 
The event was supported by the European Weed Research Society (EWRS) Weed Mapping Working Group 
in cooperation with the Czech University of Life Sciences Prague and the Agricultural University of Athens.  
 
Participants:  19 MSc, Ph.D. students and a limited number of professionals in weed science, agronomy, 
crop protection or plant ecology from 10 countries (Israel, India, Iran, Latvia, Poland, Spain, Denmark, 
Greece, Philippines, Czech Republic).  
 

 
 




































